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Marion C. Vander Veen Family
Great Lakes Education FundPartner Agency

Yooper Troopers is a youth conservation magazine designed by
Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy (UPLC) for 3 -5  graders. It
centers youth voices, Upper Peninsula conservation topics, outdoor
education, and UPLC’s three pillars of connection:

rd th

Connecting contiguous land,
Connecting people with one another, and
Connecting people with the land. 

For more information and PDF copies of issues, visit our website at
www.uplandconservancy.org/youth-magazine

Calling all youth 
conservationists!

Are you a 3 -5  grader interested in submitting a question, observation,
drawing, or idea for a future issue of Yooper Troopers? 
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Email uplc@uplandconservancy.org or drop by our office!

Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy
1907 Presque Isle Ave
Marquette, MI 49855

Art and content for Yooper Troopers was created by Jenny Kalejs, a 2026
Michigan Healthy Climate Fellow.
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Spring Ephemerals 
and the Nature of Metaphor

SPRING EPHEMERALS are flowers

that bloom for a short time in the

spring. Blink and they’re gone!

The trout lily feels like metaphor--

its brown spotted leaves dominating

the forest floor for two or three weeks,

delicate yellow flowers drooping

and hard to find . . . then disappearing

one warm night when I forget to look--

but it’s very real, underground now,

awaiting its chance to bloom next year. 

POETRY CORNER

By Keith Taylor

METAPHORS help us describe one

thing by comparing it to another

KEITH TAYLOR is a Michigan-based poet, writer, and
professor Emeritus at the University of Michigan. He

writes a lot about the natural world and is an avid birder.

Trout Lilies



BB 
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This long name is the SCIENTIFIC NAME for ablack bear. The two-part name is made up of aGenus (group) and a lowercase species (specifictype). All living things have scientific names!

Meet the spring 

YOOPER TROOPERS!

BB the black bear (Ursus americanus) just
awoke from his winter hibernation. He
decided to stretch his legs with a spring walk
through Tory’s Woods – a forested preserve
managed by UP Land Conservancy (UPLC).

As BB yawned and blinked into the pale
sunlight, he came upon a vernal pool – a
temporary, rain-fed wetland that appears in
spring and disappears by summer.

BB remembered that vernal pools are
important habitat for frogs, salamanders,
fairy shrimp, and countless other species
that depend on them to complete their life
cycles.

“HELLO!” came a little voice from the water.

Background photos of
Tory’s Woods by UP Photo
Naturalist Chris Burnett



Startled – and still a little groggy – BB
followed the sound of the voice only to
discover a pair of googly eyes smiling up at
him from the pool.

“Are you a black bear?” asked the tiny
creature. “I’m a blue-spotted salamander
(Ambystoma laterale). My name is Blucy.”

BB recovered from his initial surprise and
remembered his manners.

“Ah – hello, um – Blucy! Pleased to meet
you. Yes, I am a black bear. BB is my name.” 

BB fumbled for some small talk. 

“Is... the water fine?”

“Oh, very fine,” squeaked Blucy. “It’s the
most wonderful time of the year for blue-
spotted salamanders. When the warm
rains come, we move from underground to
mate and lay our eggs in vernal pools like
this one.” 

Blucy
the blue-spotted 

salamander

MEET MORE YOOPER TROOPER FRIENDS
IN THE NEXT ISSUE!

“Say – are there any fish in that pool 
of yours?” asked BB. “I’m starving.” 

Blucy looked shocked. 

“FISH? Goodness, no! That’s one of the
reasons vernal pools are so important to
blue-spotted salamanders – there are no
fish to gobble us up, so we can lay our eggs
in peace.”

BB nodded solemnly. “That makes sense.
You’ll have to excuse me – I just woke up
from hibernation and my brain is moving
slowly.”

“Your brain is just fine” smiled Blucy. “But I
can tell you just woke up from your serious
case of bed-head!”

BB and Blucy laughed in the way of fast
friends just happy to enjoy springtime.

– 



That looks alot like mycousin Sal!

Life in a Vernal PoolLife in a Vernal Pool As BB the black bear learned,
vernal pools are super important.

1.Visit Tory’s Woods (or another forested preserve)
2.Look closely! Check the boxes if you see:
1.Visit Tory’s Woods (or another forested preserve)
2.Look closely! Check the boxes if you see:
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If you don’t see frogs or salamanders,
keep an eye out for their eggs!

These rain-fed wetlands provide
critical habitat for frogs,

salamanders, fairy shrimp, and
lots of other species.

 As development, pollution, and
climate change continue to

threaten these fragile
ecosystems, UPLC is stepping up

efforts to protect and better
understand vernal pools!



A walk in the woods TORY’S
WOODS

The first bumblebees that you
see are most likely Queen Bees

emerging from their winter
hibernation. They have the job
of setting up the new colony!

The queen has to gather nectar
from the first spring ephemeral
blooms to build the food stores
for the first hatch of worker
bees. Then, her summer is busy
with laying eggs – including

next year’s queen!

Take a walk atTory's WoodsNature Preservenear Au Trainand lookout forthese native
species!

You can fin
d direction

s to 

Tory’s Wood
s here:

uplandconse
rvancy.org/

torys-woods

The Yellow-banded Bumble Bee

(Bombus terricola) is a common

species found in UP forests.

https://www.google.com/search?q=Yellow-banded+Bumble+Bee&oq=upper+peninsula+bumble+bees&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRirAjIHCAgQIRiPAjIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCDQyMTBqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDtS3fad-SadWY6hfLjuM5gWwFQARbxpsc5qI0xhM4VKd7XpOtBr-l2YJ4dQ72DSGJmHcvxmZdh2R4DMkwph-ZNL0Cfdgy8jKkQEIB_6tA9reYmsBZeCJqflpVUnblRkuK9XWUl8SZLrb5-j0uYoPe71SYBzZWLjamdFfXGIC_2Lz4&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjtv5f9-dmTAxWz2ckDHa2FOk8QgK4QegQIAxAB
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Pink Lady’s Slippers are
native orchids that grow in

coniferous forests. 

Bees that pollinate these
orchids sometimes get

trapped in the flower! The
only escape is crawling down
through an opening, picking
up pollen on the way out.
That’s one clever orchid.

Black-capped chickadees stay
around all winter. They are

hardy little birds! 

When spring comes and days get
longer, chickadees become more

vocal. You can hear their
frequent two-note ‘fee-bee’

calls. Their songs are some of
the first you’ll notice as the

weather warms up.

A walk in the woods 
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Trout lily (Erythronium americanum)

Black-capped chickadee
(Poecile atricapillus)

CONIFEROUS trees make 

cones and typically h
ave 

needle-like leaves 

(like pines, fir, 
and 

spruce trees).

Scan the QR
code to listen!
Scan the QR

code to listen!



ACTIVITY: Leaf or Bark Etchings

MATERIALS:
Paper, crayon(s) with the paper peeled off, leaves or bark collected from the
forest floor

INSTRUCTIONS:

Leaves and bark you might find at Tory’s Woods (and across the UP!)

BALSAM FIR SUGAR MAPLEBIGTOOTH ASPEN BLACK SPRUCE
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Create your own leaf or bark

etching and give it to someone
you love to be outside with.

Bark and Evergreen
Etchings from ToryŴs

Woods

You can add a drawingif you want!
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ÁòĊÝ òĤ ĤïđĠī èđĠ ĉÅéÅŇòĊÝƷ NīǚĤ Å ïđĉÝĉÅÙÝ ÒđđĀăÝī ÅÒđİī ĤđĉÝīïòĊé
łđİ ăòĀÝƷ

/ïÝÓĀ đİī īïòĤ ŇòĊÝ ĉÅÙÝ Òł ¥łăÝĠ 5ÝīīăđèèƸ 5òĠÝÓīđĠ đè īïÝ /ÝĊīÝĠ èđĠ
dÅīòĻÝ !ĉÝĠòÓÅĊ }īİÙòÝĤ Åī dđĠīïÝĠĊ còÓïòéÅĊ ªĊòĻÝĠĤòīł Ǐdcªǐ ļòīï
ÒÝÅİīòèİă ÅĠī Òł vĠÝĤăÝł ¶łÅīīƸ ÅĊ dcª ĤīİÙÝĊīƼ 

¥łăÝĠ ÅĊÙ vĠÝĤăÝłǚĤ
ŇòĊÝ ļòăă īÝÅÓï łđİ
ÅÒđİī cÅĠğİÝīīÝǚĤ
ĻÝĠł đļĊ ĤİéÅĠ
ÒİĤï òĊ Òđīï
jÒýòÒļÝ ăÅĊéİÅéÝ
ÅĊÙ 9ĊéăòĤï
ăÅĊéİÅéÝƷ

cÅłÒÝ òī ļòăă òĊĤĝòĠÝ
łđİ īđ ïÝăĝ Å
ĊÝòéïÒđĠ Òđòă ĤÅĝƸ
đĠ éđ đİīĤòÙÝ ÅĊÙ
ĤÅł ĉòòéļÝÓï
ǙīïÅĊĀ łđİǚ īđ Å
ĉÅĝăÝ īĠÝÝƸ đĠ ǋ
ĉÅłÒÝ ǋ ĉÅĀÝ Å
ŇòĊÝ đè łđİĠ ĻÝĠł
đļĊƼ
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	Meet the spring  YOOPER TROOPERS!
	BB the black bear (Ursus americanus) just awoke from his winter hibernation. He decided to stretch his legs with a spring walk through Tory’s Woods – a forested preserve managed by UP Land Conservancy (UPLC).
	As BB yawned and blinked into the pale sunlight, he came upon a vernal pool – a temporary, rain-fed wetland that appears in spring and disappears by summer.
	BB remembered that vernal pools are important habitat for frogs, salamanders, fairy shrimp, and countless other species that depend on them to complete their life cycles.
	“HELLO!” came a little voice from the water.
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	A walk in the woods
	You can find directions to  Tory’s Woods here:


	TORY’S WOODS
	Take a walk at Tory's Woods Nature Preserve near Au Train and lookout for these native species!
	The first bumblebees that you see are most likely Queen Bees emerging from their winter hibernation. They have the job of setting up the new colony!
	The queen has to gather nectar from the first spring ephemeral blooms to build the food stores for the first hatch of worker bees. Then, her summer is busy with laying eggs – including next year’s queen!


	A walk in the woods
	Pink Lady’s Slippers are native orchids that grow in coniferous forests.
	Bees that pollinate these orchids sometimes get trapped in the flower! The only escape is crawling down through an opening, picking up pollen on the way out. That’s one clever orchid.
	Pink Lady’s Slipper (Cypripedium acaule)
	CONIFEROUS trees make  cones and typically have  needle-like leaves  (like pines, fir, and  spruce trees).
	Trout lilies are a beloved spring ephemeral in the UP. These drooping yellow blooms can be found in rich, moist soils with lots of sun in April to May, depending on weather.
	Fun fact: it takes six years for this plant to produce blooms!
	Trout lily  (Erythronium americanum)
	Black-capped chickadees stay around all winter. They are hardy little birds!
	When spring comes and days get longer, chickadees become more vocal. You can hear their frequent two-note ‘fee-bee’ calls. Their songs are some of the first you’ll notice as the weather warms up.
	Scan the QR code to listen!

	ACTIVITY: Leaf or Bark Etchings
	MATERIALS:
	Paper, crayon(s) with the paper peeled off, leaves or bark collected from the forest floor
	BIGTOOTH ASPEN
	BALSAM FIR
	BLACK SPRUCE
	SUGAR MAPLE


	INSTRUCTIONS:
	Gather Materials: Collect leaves, bark, cones - anything with a bumpy texture - from the forest floor. Grab some crayons (with wrappers peeled off) or charcoal.
	Position: Place the leaf or bark on a flat surface with the bumpy side facing up.
	Cover with Paper: Place a sheet of paper over the leaf or bark.
	Rub: Using charcoal or the side of a crayon, rub firmly over the area of the leaf or bark. Use light pressure initially to outline, then apply more pressure to fill in details.
	Layer Colors: Experiment with different colors to create unique patterns!


	Examples!
	TRY IT!

	CHECK OUT THIS ZINE!
	WAIT. WHAT’S A “ZINE?”
	RED CLIFF BAND
	ISKIGAMIZIGAN RESOURCES


	Meadow among the maples
	Meadow (age 7) was one of many volunteers who helped UPLC and the Center for Native American Studies (CNAS) scout sugar maple trees for sap tapping at UPLC’s Vielmetti-Peters Reserve!
	We asked Meadow what she likes about Iskigamizigan Sugar Bush season, and this is what she said:
	“I like to see the trees.”
	“I like to see them changing.”
	“When a blizzard comes, I wonder how they are feeling.”
	Meadow, age 7


	The SCIENCE behind  SAP FLOW
	Sap is food for trees! We’re grateful they make enough to share with us.
	IDEA: Once your sap is boiled into syrup, you can make your own labels!
	uplandconservancy.org

	Happy trails, yooper troopers!

